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President’s Report 

 

Members and Families, 

Another great season for the NJFC comes to an end. Great but by what measure? By all of the 
important ones. Our club is stable, financial, continues to attract and retain great kids and great 
families; we have a spirit and have created a place where all players are treated equally and 
everyone is welcome and feels welcome. We, all of us, are building a GREAT CLUB. 

As president for the last two years and having been involved in various roles for the last five, I think it appropriate we 
acknowledge those that came before us, people like David Walker, Miles, Gerry, Rohan - all these guys had the 
values and commitment to build a club that is the one that we are developing. It doesn’t happen by accident, it 
happens with a heap of committed people who share values, a love of kids and a shared understanding of what 
junior sport should look like and how it should be played. 

I am extremely proud of the efforts of the committee over the past two seasons. We set some goals (see our 
corporate and business plans) and we have achieved most of our intent. For me the overriding goals were to 
consolidate and stabilise the club financially and to ensure we set as our major priority for our ongoing brand is to 
always be (that is in everything we do) a values based club. It is my opinion, and based on feedback, that we are 
succeeding in this goal. 

I offer my sincere thanks to the current committee that has been in place for the past two years, lovely people, 
heaps of fun and hard-working and committed. I have valued every one of them for their input and the whole club 
owes them a great level of appreciation. I would also like to thank all of the volunteers in all of the teams. I know 
having coached for the past four years the level of effort and time that every one of you put in every week. As 
tribute to you all, I can honestly say that I have not been aware of a single complaint about any coach or 
administrator for the whole season. We simply have the best bunch of coaches and team managers of any club 
anywhere….cos I have never known a season without an incident….never….well done all you people are champions 
and so much the sort of people we want to keep here forever. 

So what of the future? My time as president is done but I am sure we will find the right people to fill our committee 
again next year. My only desire is that they continue the club on the strong direction it has set for the last 5 years. 
We have a stable bank balance some of which we are now able to pour back into the club and the kids. We gave our 
team volunteers the blue jackets as a show of appreciation and to start to get some club merchandise out there to 
show our colours at the games. Next season we will be providing club bags for all players (no cost). We are also going 
to try and get training tops for the kids via sponsorships (again no cost). We will also be looking at merchandise for 
families so we can all look good and be warm in Cougars Blue! We have received a scoreboard grant and will be 
setting up a project to manage this. We are also, in future, intending to fix the front of the club rooms; we have 
some initial plans and will be moving towards full drawings over the coming season. This one will be expensive and 
will take some time. We are also looking at putting in place a coaching development program to assist in the building 
of our overall coaching capability. I also hope we can continue and develop and grow our ‘Free Kick’ program and 
other opportunities for kids otherwise not exposed to, or unable to access junior footy. 

My goal as president was always to leave the role with the club in as good or better shape than when I started and to 
make sure this was a club where I wanted my child to play. Whether I have achieved this is not for me to judge; 
however, I know that I have done my best to set a direction for the club that supports its values, honours its recent 
history and provides for a positive future for all of our current members and those who we are yet to meet. 
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I could not have succeeded without the assistance of many people, both committee members, team volunteers and 
the rank and file members, thank you one and all, you know who you are. 

Finally, while we have moved out of the immediate vicinity of the club, Sully and I remain committed to NJFC with 
my long term hope being that we have a team in every grade (through to under 17s) so he may play all of his junior 
footy for this great club. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be president for the past two years. I look forward to seeing you all on many 
Sundays over the coming years. 

Mick – NJFC President 
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Football Operations Report 

 

2016 was another successful and enjoyable year for the Cougars!  

My measurement of success (and indeed enjoyment) was benchmarked at 8:35am on a 
Sunday morning during the season – watching so many boys and girls, parents and families, 
friends and supporters (and even the umpires) – all enjoying a game of footy! Actually I think 
they were just enjoying watching kids enjoying their footy! There’s no better time for me at 
NJFC each week. 

I’m amazed at the amount of positive comments I received this year regarding our welcoming of away teams at 
McDonnell Park. That’s a reflection on us all. We had several rounds later in the season where the NFL had junior 
female umpires reviewed for their first games. It was great that they thought NJFC was the perfect atmosphere to do 
this. 

Once again we retained and built on our 2015 numbers. The Club’s commitment to equal time for EVERY kid is 
paying dividends. We had a record number of 50-game players this year. That equates to 3-4 seasons of football with 
the club! 

Our 100 gamers – Max Reid and Mark Chamberlain. It is an outstanding achievement and commitment at such a 
young age. We’re talking about years of engagement with the club. I’m proud of them and also of the Club for 
nurturing them along the path. Well done. Also, congratulations also to all of the players who qualified for 
representative footy throughout the year. 

Our female playing group continues to expand. I’m especially proud of our U13 girls who lead the charge in the 
grand final! Unfortunately, they will leave us this year as they have reached the maximum age allowed to play in 
mixed group. I hope to see some of these names in the WFL in the future. They could ALL easily make that level! It’s 
great to see that there are many more behind them. Keep coming girls. 

I’d like to thank Troy Baldwinson - our coaching coordinator for his efforts this year. Much respected – Troy and his 
family relocated to Perth mid-season. Well done mate and thank you for your efforts over the past few years. 

I’d like to congratulate our senior players this year in the U15s. This group are our leadership group in terms of 
players and club families. Many of them have been with the Club for years. I don’t think it’s out of order to say that 
this is a defining age group. I’m proud of the fact they rose to the accountabilities and responsibilities of young men 
playing in that age group. Coach Andrew Green and Team Manager Martin Bower did a great job managing and 
motivating the team. They ended up having a terrific season. I hope to see them back in 2017. 

It goes without saying that we are immensely proud of the Free Kick program that we instituted this year. How good 
is it that ANY kid can be a part of our club regardless of any background or situation? 

Thank you to all of the Coaches and Team Managers and indeed all of the volunteers this year. It makes the 
Operations Role so much easier when you have such a supportive group all heading in the same direction. 

There is an UNBELIEVABLE amount of work, time, commitment and responsibility that goes on in the club via the 
committee and other discreet volunteers that enable the kids to be on the park each week. Thank you to you all. 

Our Saturday Auskick program is another incredible day to witness. There are so many kids engaging at this level. 
Congratulations to the coordinators and coaches. We’re indelibly linked and it’s a great thing. There’s a cross-
pollination of younger players, coaches and families that will be the future of the NJFC. 
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We continued to nurture our link to Northcote Park, our senior club. We had the U15s down for some training with 
the senior playing group and also continued the tradition of having the Auskickers and U9’s down for grid games. 
Please support the seniors. It’s our path to senior football for all our kids. Thank you NPFC GM Dennis McNeice, Sam 
Boutoulas and to our own Steve Harford for maintaining that link. 

Indeed Steve and Simon Negrelli form our new coaching leadership group. They have some great ideas and we have 
retained a great number of our coaches. Next year will be even more fun on the field. It’s great to see a new phase 
of volunteers and indeed leaders coming through the parent group.  

I’d like to thank and acknowledge my fellow committee members who have steered the Club to the position we’re 
currently in. I’m stepping down this year in an official capacity but I will still be a visible presence. Please step up in 
any way you can. Help nurture and develop the values of our club. 

We were the NFL Junior Club of the year in 2015. There was no reason why we weren’t re-awarded in 2016! I think 
we stood for everything the League is trying to achieve – and then some.  

Co Cougars 
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U9 Blue 

Coach: Damien Home | Assistant Coach: Aaron Shackelford | Team Manager: Ida Bakos 

 
 

  
 

No Player name Game Totals 
  2016 Career 

1 Jonathan Watt 14 14 
3 Ashton Home 12 12 
4 Harper Wallace 14 27 
5 Caleb Heathcote 13 13 
6 Alex Geles 15 15 
7 Vasili Roumeliotis 13 24 
8 Natasha Petrevski 14 14 
9 Bailey Shackelford 14 14 

10 Max Bakos 14 14 
11 Sam Edmunds 14 14 
14 Elena Cooke 14 14 
15 Joel Stanford 10 10 
16 Lois Niall 11 11 
17 Holly Niall 13 13 
22 Hugh Park 10 10 
23 Archie Henderson 13 13 
25 Luca Sofo 10 10 
29 Thomas Petrevski 14 14 

 
 

Coach’s Report  

2016 was the first season of under-age footy for most of the U9 Blue squad, with 16 out of the 18 players lining up 
for the Cougars for the first time. During the year, we focused on keeping the game-day message simple – 1. Attack 
the footy; 2. Move the ball quickly; and 3. HAVE FUN! We also got the players to set team and individual targets each 
game, and it was great to see the players stretch themselves and their satisfaction when they achieved their goals. 
At training we worked on the basic skills like kicking and tackling, and basic game sense such as attacking vs 
defending positioning.  

We were in a very competitive division, U9 Green, and regularly came up against more experienced teams, but it was 
rewarding to see the improvement in the team as the season progressed. The biggest measure of success was that 
our participation rate at training and games was very high all season - all of the players turned up with big smiles and 
enthusiasm even when it was cold, wet and early, and they sang the club song with gusto after every game. 

It was a bit of a scramble to get the squads settled and team officials in place before Round 1, but U9 Gold coach 
Vince Lodato was a great help to us getting our season underway. 

Throughout the season I had great support from assistant Aaron Shackleford and team manager Ida Bakos, and the 
parents were very supportive of their kids and us. Overall the season was a great launching pad for the players to 
have a future playing career with the Cougars and beyond.  (Damien Home – U9 Blue Coach) 
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U9 Silver 

Coach: Greg Vaughan | Assistant Coach: Jeanette Fyffe | Team Manager: Sheri Burmeister 

 
 

  
 

No Player name Game Totals 
  2016 Career 

1 Lucas Chick 13 13 
2 Xavier Nelson 14 14 
3 Franti Vaughan 14 14 
4 Dylan Cook 13 13 
5 Harry Gruenert 14 28 
6 Tom Faulkner  12 12 
7 Thomas Hider 14 14 
8 Bailey Hartman 13 13 

14 Ethan Ko 14 27 
15 Henry Wallace 14 14 
17 Gianni Di Pierro 12 12 
18 Hugh Curry 14 14 
21 Noah Stamp 10 10 
22 Darcy Curry 14 14 
23 Jack Burmeister 14 14 
24 Marley Stewart 12 16 
26 Joseph Di Pierro 13 13 
27 Tyson Zacharias 13 27 

 

Coach’s Report  

Under 9 Silver started off the year in the position of a determined team manager, Sheri Burmeister, but no settled 
coaching staff. Only two of the players had experienced Under 9 football from the year before and the first game 
was a learning curve for most of the players as well as the support staff and parents. The sun was shining and the 
players were doing their part and giving it their all, which persuaded myself and others by the end of the game to get 
involved in coaching them. It became a wonderful journey of discovery for all. 

The season was to be a slow but solid start for the new under 9 players who were learning how to play to the zones 
and the importance of playing a role within a team. They were rotated fairly through the positions and had equal 
time on the bench to gain experience of all aspects of the game. Training once a week gave them an opportunity to 
develop their skills and knowledge further. 

By mid-season the characters within the team were starting to emerge, and abilities within the combinations of 
players presented the coaching staff of myself and Jeanette Wallace the opportunity to become a more rounded 
team. It was also at this time that we started to face our strongest challenges from other teams within our division. It 
became a test of character for the boys. 

The last few games of the season showed off the true development, awareness, courage and bond that Silver Under 
9’s had built with an away game against Montmorency being the turning point of their season showing their 
understanding of the game. In the third quarter the boys could have had more than enough reason to have their 
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heads down, but they clicked into gear and showed off their new found skills and talents. They played for each other 
and fought as hard as they could to get the ball, make space, pass to each other and rush forward to score. It was an 
exhilarating moment for the boys in the team and the supporters on the sidelines. The Under 9 Silver players 
showed they had learned to trust each other and play for each other. 

By seasons end, the boys understood how to play as a team and burgeoning new friendships were developed. It has 
been an amazing experience for me to coach Silver Under 9‘s this year and a huge learning curve for someone who 
did not play ‘footy’ when growing up. I trust that the players of season 2016 will return to continue to develop their 
skills, knowledge and enjoyment of the game, as well as continue to develop the strong friendships they found 
amongst their peers. (Greg Vaughan – U9 Silver Coach) 

  


